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The man behind the hybrid

Memorial professor the mind behind technology that created Toyotas hvbrid engine

By Everros MLy
THE TELEGRAM
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Rahman, a university res
professor at MU I a profes
electrical engineering, invented the
technology at the heart of the hybrid
carin 1980, a few vears afler he began
teaching at Memorial. The grey, iron
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that led to the technology, known as
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interior magnet
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allows Toyota hybrid vehicles to use
rom a battery and a gas
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Every time the machine coasts,
brakes or goes downhill, that energy
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“It is preposterous to take credit
from previous people” Rahman said,
noting the work others have con-

alma

tributed to the project.
“But it happens that 1 am the
inventor of the hybrid electric vehicle

for which the key technology is the
1M motor-generators.”

He smiles at the thought. More
than 1.6 lion cars run 1 his
technology, helping Toyota to pull
ahead of the American auton
“Therefor
General Moto:
ground.” he said,

Rahman says the Japanese have
used the technology Lo help cut ener-

— \ 1

Aziz Rahman sits in his 2007 Prius, a gift from Toyota. — Photo by Gary Hebbard The Telegram
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Greatest rewards

... Continued from page A15

Rahman has won many awards for
his work, including achievement
awards from four Institute of Electri-
cal and Electronics Engineers” soci-
eties and an award from Carleton
University.

But the professor said his greatest
rewards come from people who drive
vehicles with his technology in them.

He said a member of the medical
school recently told him that “when
ever he drives his car, he thinks of
me.’

Rahman said thats his greatest
reward — to see his work affect peo-
ples lives. Now, he’s hoping to soon
change the world again — this time
by applying the [PM to wind genera-
tors.

Rahman has been given a grant by
the Natural Sciences and Engineer-
ing Research Council of Canada for
five years to develop the technology.
He said that improving wind genera-
tors should again relieve the world's
dependence on petroleum, and he
hopes his work will be accepted by
generator makers the way car makers
have welcomed his advances.

He said his work will make the
generators “cheaper, more (prolific)
and better, more efficient.”
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